[The biodegradation of poly-beta-hydroxybutyrate (PHB) by a model soil community: the effect of cultivation conditions on the degradation rate and the physicochemical characteristics of PHB].
The biodegradation of films made of poly-beta-hydroxybutyrate (PHB) with a molecular mass of 1500 kDa was studied using a model soil community in the presence and absence of nitrate and at different concentrations of oxygen in the gas phase. The biodegradation of PHB was investigated with respect to changes in its molecular mass, crystallinity, and some mechanical properties.